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Welcome to our first Academy newsletter of
this academic year. The first year of the
Academy was a very exciting one. | would
like to take this opportunity to thank the
whole Academy community - staff, students,
and parents - for all their hard work in
ensuring that the students achieved huge
success in their exams.

In addition, over the Summer break we
received the very good news that the new
building project had been given approval by
the Secretary of State. Thank you again to all
who contributed to petitions and sent emails
to politicians. It all helped to make sure that
the final decision was in our favour.

We are very proud of what was achieved in

Principal’s Welcome Message

TERM I, 2010-2011

the inaugural year of the Academy and have
set ourselves some challenging targets for the
coming year so that we maintain the
momentum of improvement and
transformation. The year has started well
with the students focused on their learning
and determined to succeed. The support of
parents is vital in this and we were delighted
to welcome so many parents to target setting
meetings with their sons and daughters in
September. Working together we will make
this an even more successful year for The
Skinners' Kent Academy.

S G

Principal, The Skinners’ Kent Academy

Exam Success for SKA KS4 Students

KS4 Students Celebrate Exam Success

KS4 Academy students celebrated their GCSE
results in August. Highlights were:

° 32% achieved 5+ A*-C grades,
including Maths and English, a n 88%
improvement on the previous year.

. 59% achieved A*-C grades in English
. 37% achieved A*-C grades in Maths
. 45% achieved A*-C grades in Science
. 98% achieved 5 A*-G grades

. 73% achieved 5+ A*-C grades

New Building Back on Track

The Skinners' Kent Academy new building
programme is back on track thanks to the
magnificent support of the students, staff and
local community. The Secretary of

State approved the funding in full for the new
building in early August. Since then further
design meetings have been held with the two
preferred bidding companies.

Final bids have now been submitted. These
will be evaluated in the coming weeks with a
final decision being made on the winning
bidder by early November. It is then that
detailed planning and building work can start
in earnest with the aim of starting the build
in the Spring. Exciting times indeed for the
Academy and for Tunbridge Wells.
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Academy Welcomes New Staff and Governors

At the outset of the academic year we welcome twelve new members of staff to the

Academy. New faces involved in the work of the Academy are:

Matt Tompkins
Vice-Principal

B T T T T T T —

Matt Tompkins— Vice Principal, Achievement for All
Ciara Magee — Teacher of Integrated Humanities
Yasroon Elmi — Teacher of Science

Kimberley Sadler - Teacher of English

Bethany Mead — Teaching Assistant

John Styles — Teaching Assistant

Lindsey Marden — Community Development Manager
Talya Roberson — Community Development Manager
Glynis Smith — Senior Administrator

William Jellis — Learning Mentor

Jake Sayers — Learning Mentor

Hannah Drew — Learning Mentor

Natasha Morling — Parent Governor

Open Evening A Great Success

The Academy Open Evening for prospective parents and students, held on Wednesday 6" October, was a great

success with around 300 attendees.

Students from all years were superb ambassadors for the Academy, greeting our guests, guiding them around the
event and aiding teachers with the interactive teaching sessions that took place. The Academy has received some very

positive feedback from visitors so our thanks go to all the staff, students and parents involved in the event.

SEA LIGHT
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Poetic Success for Francesca

Year 8 Academy student Francesca Drewett recently won a fantastic third place in the Tunbridge Wells Girls’ Grammar
School Poetry Competition with her poem ‘Sea Light'.

The sparkling blue water laps against the sand

The sun pours down overhead, covering the sand in light.

Water shines like a handful of moist, turquoise sequins

Wet porcelain shells glisten in the brightness.

Seaweed clamours against a dark rock; shimmering green ribbon.
Salt coats the cliffside, the waves gaining energy and life.

As the tide goes out, the jumping excited waves subside.

A colony of crimson fish swim out to sea, bathing in the moonlight.
Great pools of white glitter sprinkled onto the navy ocean.

Grey clouds crown around the still moon

Forming dancing shadows across the water.

Ebony black, the sea turns cold, the sun returns at dawn.

NEWSLETTER

- Francesca Drewett
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Kirkland Rowell Survey Results

|
|
A big thank you to everyone who took time to complete the Kirkland Rowell survey sent to students and parents at the |
end of Term 6. I
|
|
|

The results reveal that the Academy has reason to be happy with most of its activities, but should recognise the need for
improvements, particularly regarding facilities and choice of subjects . The views of students and parents are very
important to us and the feedback provided in the survey will help shape plans for the new building and the
development objectives of the Academy.

\ /

oS EEm EEm EEE EE B B S S B B EEE EEE B BN EEE EEE BEE EEE EEE B SEE BEE BEm EEe B S e Eae B S

/ N

First Impressions

From Students.....
Year 7 students have been asked to write about their experiences of life at The Skinners’ Kent Academy during Term 1.
Here is a collection of their views:

‘I think The Skinners’ Kent Academy is a big school and when | came here | felt really small, but now | have been here for a
couple of weeks | feel | have grown bigger, smarter and older. | love being at The Skinners’ Kent Academy. | have made
lots of new friends and they are very nice.’ - Daisy-Grace Fordham

‘Feelings? At the start you’ll feel scared but once you’ve made one or two friends, you’ll love it. You may think that school
life is impossible, but it’s not, it is fun! Uniform: the uniform is a blazer, a pair of black trousers, a tie and polo shirt. Every
time you walk to school or the bus stop people look at you in amazement. School size: the size of this school is giant
compared to your primary and is getting bigger in 2012 when they will finish constructing the new Skinners’ Kent
Academy. I’'m sure it’s going to be amazing!” - Harry Parkman

‘When | arrived at the Academy | felt really excited and | couldn’t wait to learn new things and make new friends. | like to
do art because it’s great, science because we do lots of work with Bunsen burners and Integrated Humanities because we
learn lots of new things.’ - Josie-Marie Stevens

From Parents...

‘I just wanted to say how pleased we are with how our daughter Lauren is settling in at The Skinners’ Kent Academy! It’s
fantastic how friendly all the kids and staff are. Lauren has felt so welcome and she told us that she feels like she has been
at the Academy forever. We are very impressed and would like to pass on our thanks and support for what you are doing.
We as parents will pass on to the non-believers that are stuck in the negative Sandown Court way of thinking that the
Academy is now a very positive, caring and friendly school with staff that want to give kids a happy and safe environment
to grow and learn. Keep up the good work, many thanks ‘-Jane and Stuart Collins

o o m m mm mm ey
— o e e e e e e mm mm mm mm

\ R

Sm s o o o S S S S S S B B S B B B S B S B S B B B S e e B S .

PEE I . S S S S S S S D S S D D D S S B S D B D S S S D S S S . —n,

/ \

[ [ [ ’ [
] Senior Citizens’ Christmas Party |
| |
[ Following on from the success of last year’s Senior Citizens’ Christmas Party, the Academy will again be inviting another I
group of senior citizens’ from in and around the Tunbridge Wells area to a Christmas lunch on December 14th. Guests
| will be entertained by the Academy choir and will hopefully be provided with hampers of fresh fruit, vegetables and |
I cChristmas goodies. Students will participate in a range of fund raising activities in support of this event throughout Term |
| 2. I
\ 7/
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KS4 Academy Students Attend Skillsfest in Tonbridge

In preparation for post-16 options, KS4 Academy students joined thousands of other secondary school students at the
Skillsfest in the Angel Centre, Tonbridge at the end of September. With over 80 companies attending the event, students
gained a real insight into career opportunities as they browsed a range of interactive stalls and displays. Students were
also able to see various demonstrations of courses offered at West Kent College — a lead sponsor of The Skinners’ Kent
Academy. As luck would have it, one of the many activities on offer was hairdressing, so the girls were able to relax and
have their hair styled while the boys, who were not brave enough to try a restyle, turned their hands to soldering copper
in a construction stall.

This event was part funded by the West Kent Learning Federation and other generous sponsors. Expertise and vision was
added by Anne McNulty and her team from EBP Kent who planned the event in collaboration with a steering group
chaired by Lyn Bayliss from Mascalls School. The Academy’s IAG co-ordinator, Sherilee Leighton, was part of this group.
Working together, the two bodies produced a successful event which helped Academy students gain the careers
information they need to take them into the future.
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Academy Hosts Primary Sports Tournament

Academy BTEC Sports students and sports ambassadors helped to organise The Skinners’
Kent Academy Primary Sports Tournament at the end of September. The tournament saw
over 200 pupils from local primary schools compete for the netball and football trophies.
After a series of hard-fought and extremely close matches in both the netball and football,
Paddock Wood emerged as worthy winners of the football competition while Horsmonden
claimed the netball competition.

Paddock Wood Year 5 teacher Simon Cole stated: ‘The level of competitiveness has been
great. Everyone has really tried their best and the main thing is the kids have really enjoyed
it.” Academy Vice-Principal Matt Tompkins said ‘I’'ve been really impressed by the standard
of both the organisation and of the football itself.’

BTEC Sports students support the
primary tournament
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Year 11 Visit Downe Activity Centre

At the beginning of October, 33 Year 11 students faced their fears and
challenged themselves to extend their horizons as they set off for a
weekend of adventure at Downe Activity Centre. Throughout the
weekend students participated in a variety of activities including
abseiling, rock climbing, zip wire, go-carting, a high wire course, grass
sledging and a crate challenge.

Mr Low was chef for the weekend and on the Saturday night he
cooked up a great chilli which was much enjoyed by everyone. The
weekend was enjoyed by staff and students alike : ‘This is great | feel
like a child again’ exclaimed one student as she ran through a puddle in
her wellington boots! A big thank you to all the students and staff that
came along on the weekend. All of us who took part in the trip are
looking forward to next year!

Year 11 students at the Downe Activity Centre

The Skinners’ Kent Academy Newsletter welcomes contributions from students, parents and carers. Articles may be submitted
electronically to:

Talya.Roberson@skinnerskentacademy.org.uk

Alternately, articles may be submitted in writing to:

The Newsletter, The Skinners’ Kent Academy, Blackhurst Lane, Tunbridge Wells, TN2 4PY

- e o o o o o o e e e mm o

\
I
|
|
I
|
|
|
|
I
|
|
I

/




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


